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SCORE! Enrollment for Next Session
Enrollment is now open! 

SCORE! provides students with the opportunity to create, 
develop and produce their own opera production.

Is your Student interested in joining SCORE!?

Register Here! or email Hello@HamiltonWings.org

It's not too late to register your 5th-8th 
graders in SCORE!

First full workshops will be on 
Saturday, November, 5th

Is your Student interested in joining SCORE!?
Email us for more information.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZSNJHW_viDvHVuMe99ppnrZh61TN48Vfc7VrLuOLgCgjJWg/viewform
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Reflection from Hamilton Wings' 
Director of Operations & Programs, Deanna Cates. 

Deanna Cates, 
Director of Operations & Programs, 

Hamilton Wings

Upon completing the update to Hamilton Wings’ 
SCORE!, Students Creating Opera to Reinforce Education!, List 
of Original Productions, adding 2021-2022 “Copy Cat”, I sat in 
awe.  In awe, initially, realizing how much I have aged and 
grayed, having been Hamilton Wings’ Director of Operations 
and Programs/Finance/Music Development/Pizza Lady, etc., in 
some form(s) since the inception of the program in 1999.  
#truth, but please LOL.

The true awe came twofold:  First, from the realization 
that more than 1,800 students have been involved IN the 
program over its 23 years, with each receiving over 115 hours 
of artist/mentor-based arts enrichment workshops, annually, 
at no cost to their families. Second, and more importantly, the 
complexity of the student developed original opera storylines 
that evolved from “nuggets”.  No, I’m not talking about 
chicken nuggets…

Story nuggets are detailed (and very short) stories, 
that students create in under 5 minutes. Nuggets are inspired 
by what students hear/see/feel/observe from a masterpiece 
work of visual art, music, or tactile…even something as simple 
as a beaded handbag.   In order to create a successful nugget, 
students must understand the concept of empathy, which is 
the ability to sense other people's emotions, coupled with the 
ability to imagine what someone else might be thinking or 
feeling.

Hamilton Wings' SCORE! Original Productions
Title by Program Year from 2000-2022

1999-2000 
2000-2001 
2001-2002 
2002-2003 
2003-2004 
2004-2005 
2005-2006 
2006-2007 
2007-2008 

2008-2009 
2009-2010 
2010-2011 
2011-2012 
2012-2013 
2013-2014 
2014-2015 
2015-2016 

2016-2017 
2017-2018 
2018-2019   
2019-2020 

2020-2021 

2021-2022 

Condemned to Love
Locket of Love
The Masks of Faith & Fate
Two Lives to Live, Too Close to Death
Love in Disguise
Blind Love
Night Time Gambler
Lies of Destiny
Under-SCORE!-ing:  Highlighting Youth 
Service Initiatives
Living in My Sister’s Bubble
The Search for Happiness
Evil/Live
Destined Lives
Hope is What Got Me Here
The Key
The Violin of Destiny
“Under-SCOREing: Highlighting Youth Service 
Initiatives  
Drifted Apart
Lightning Glimpse Ahead
A New, Wonderful World
SCORE! Zoom “Virtual Fundraiser”/Showcase 
of the students’ work in-progress including 
storyline, poetry readings, songs, dance 
motifs, student testimonies.
SCORE II: “Staying Connected Through the 
Arts: Make Art, Change the World!” (A hybrid 
response to COVID: Zoom/In-person 
Workshops, culminating with an Outdoor 
Camp/Red Carpet Family Celebration!) 
Copy Cat 
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"Could a greater miracle take place 
than for us to look through each other's 

eyes for an instant?"
-Henry David Thoreau
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Reflection Continued.

In 1999, a nugget evolved into an injured football 
player (Jesse) who embraces his artistic talents, but becomes 
physically trapped in artwork due to a jealous sibling; in 2022, 
we flash forward to the year 4010 where social media 
influencers are converting all to “be like them” – and the world 
is saved thanks to a High School Teacher and their students.  
Medieval times, “Roaring 20’s”, in the African Serengeti, on a 
different planet in the future…..in SCORE!’s 23 years, the 
students’ chosen “Golden nugget” lands into specific locations/
times – but MOST importantly, with truly appropriate in-depth 
character analysis and development in the forefront, which 
brings the performance to life.  HW students enhance their own 
empathic skills by taking a walk in the characters’ shoes and 
putting into words what the characters are experiencing.  

I have had the pleasure of observing the students’ eyes 
during the creation process, interacting with them while they 
empathize and truly bring their characters to life through word, 
music, dance and sets. I’ve watched the “wheels turn” and 
ideas form from their own experiences or conversations with 
our artists…. color motifs to set a characters mood.  It is 1,800+ 
pairs of PROUD eyes equally joyful voices saying, “I created 
that!”, that I remember.  

They may have been in 8th grade over 20 years ago, but 
when they return as a SCORE! alumni to watch a summer 
SCORE! performance, I just have to look deep into their grown 
up eyes.  The same kind, thoughtful, student (20 years ago) is 
STILL there.

I am always thankful to see, the now adult, STILL 
embracing the joy they had with Hamilton Wings SCORE! 
program and return home. 

To this I reply:
“When we see former students soul & heart smiling 

through their eyes when they return, there only JOY.” 
– Deanna Cates
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“Let my soul smile through my heart and 
my heart smile through my eyes, that I 
may scatter rich smiles in sad hearts” 

– Paramahansa Yogananda

It's not too late to register your 5th-8th graders 
in SCORE!

First full workshops will be on 
Saturday, November  5th

Email for more information.

Is your Student interested in joining SCORE!?

Register Here!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZSNJHW_viDvHVuMe99ppnrZh61TN48Vfc7VrLuOLgCgjJWg/viewform
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Featured Board Member: Dr. Alma Buckner  
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As Hamilton Wing's Featured Board Member, 
Dr. Alma Buckner is an advocate for children like no 
other; from the first stages of life onto adulthood; she 
is there to provide physical, mental and emotional 
support.

While Dr. Buckner grew up in Washington DC, 
her transition to Chicago was not difficult since having 
family in the Elgin area. Her Uncle Charles Hamilton 
Jones was always available to provide guidance and 
she is grateful even more now to have accepted it. Dr. 
Buckner accredits her uncle with giving her the 
needed encouragement to apply to Medical School; 
starting her journey to help children in more ways 
than one. Graduating from Howard University, Dr. 
Buckner is currently a Pediatrician and Medical 
Director in her Chicago office, working with a diversity 
of children for the last 40+ years. 

Dr. Buckner has a love for travel, always 
looking for new places to explore, visit and even fit in 
some scuba time; but her passion truly lies with her 
community. Her biggest accomplishments being 
witness to the families she has seen grow and evolve  
through the years; and fulfillment of being part of the 
transition from infant to child, and adolescent into 
becoming successful adults. Some of Dr. Buckner's 
greatest moments have been now grown patients 
going into medicine because of her as well as patients 
coming back to her with children of their own.

Dr. Buckner is described as easy going and laid 
back with a personality perfect for working with 
children; known for her songs and poems during 
appointments and getting to know her patients as well 
as developing relationships with their parents. She has 
a genuine ability to see each person as they are, 
embrace their opinions, perspectives and discover 
what makes someone them. Her ability to listen to 
thoughts, understand feelings and stories has made 
her a calm and refreshing presence to encounter. 

Dr. Buckner's passion for children extends outside 
the office as well.  With a gift for the arts herself and with 
an understanding of how the arts can impact a child's 
discovery of their own interests and inner creativity, Dr. 
Buckner joined the Hamilton Wings' board. She has 
brought a vast insight and knowledge to the team, 
encompassing children from all backgrounds and ages.

In addition to being a valued Board Member with 
Hamilton Wings, she is also on the board of Chicago Area 
Project. The organization has been active for over 70 years 
and works with disadvantaged youth in the Chicago-land 
area. Chicago Area Project gives back to the community 
while working with teenagers to help them avoid crime, 
while engaging them in sports and various activities along 
with helping to build their individual character.

With Dr. Buckner's compassion and understanding 
for children, we are fortunate and grateful to have her as 
part of our Hamilton Wings' team. Her knowledge and 
dedication extends to all children, guiding towards a 
successful future and she has brought a multitude of 
guidance and passion for all the youth and staff within our 
organization. 

Article written by Amanda Brown
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Featured Funder: Burrelle Wilkes 

Ms. Burrelle Wilkes has called Elgin home for the 
last 20 years; and while she knows the city is not perfect, 
as no city is, she carries a strong desire and passion to 
support the growth and development of the community 
that she calls home. Burrelle grew up in Elgin, going to 
Century Oaks Elementary, Kimble Middle School and 
graduated with honors from Larkin High School. 
Following, Burrelle continued onto Alabama State 
University, interning with Travelers Insurance until 
graduation where she on-boarded full-time with them.

Volunteering has always been important to 
Burrelle; and she has taken on several projects that have 
presented themselves in life and her career. Burrelle had 
worked with Hamilton Wings as a student leader for 
Project Journey and Girls in Motion; having been a 
former student within Hamilton Wings' programs 
herself. Burrelle also continues to partner with her 
sorority, Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority Inc. on several 
volunteer projects, including adopting an elementary 
class, assisting with school supply drives and teaching 
financial literacy. Additionally, through her work at 
Travelers, Burrelle has helped in building a playground 
for an elementary school in need, supports United Way 
in their community connections campaign and has 
participated in various food and clothing drives. 

As a child, Burrelle described herself as shy and 
quiet; preferring books to people. Having received 
mentorship from Dr. Jones, Mrs. Cates and Mrs. 
Godinksy, along with the program's artists and student 
leaders, Burrelle knew first hand the impact that can 
be had when given guidance with self-empowerment. 
Burrelle has expressed her appreciation for the staff at 
Hamilton Wings and how they embraced ideas and 
supported the visions of the children; giving them 
confidence and resources to execute ideas without 
fear, learning to stand up for beliefs and to appreciate 
all forms of art. Burrelle personally felt that 
participation in the Hamilton Wings' programs not only 
gave her the wings to soar, but helped her find a voice, 
gain confidence and find her authentic self; realizing all 
that she had to offer.

 This appreciation and gratitude continued into 
adulthood prompting her to continue giving back to 
her community. Burrelle's employer, Traveler's, 
additionally sees the value in supporting community 
and giving; and matches her contributions.

At Hamilton Wings we are so grateful for 
Burrelle's continued support in both funding and 
volunteer work. She is an amazing individual with a 
visible passion and connection to the community of 
Elgin. Burrelle's commitment to helping the city thrive 
is needed and noticed and we are truly appreciative for 
her support in our mission to give children the wings to 
soar! 
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Article written by Amanda Brown

https://seiglefoundation.org/
https://seiglefoundation.org/
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Hamilton Wings
14 Crescent Street, Elgin, Illinois 60123

        www.HamiltonWings.org . Facebook

(847) 697-0876 . (847) 302-0379
Hello@HamiltonWings.org

Donate to Hamilton Wings

We are so grateful and thankful for the teachers, 
families, volunteers and community engagement and 

commitment with Hamilton Wings. We truly appreciate 
your donations, time and support to continue 

giving our children the wings to soar!

Newsletter designed and edited by Amanda Brown

Art is a powerful tool for building social emotional 
skills, supporting mental health, and providing a 
creative outlet for stress. Art and music can help 

families and communities thrive. 

Hamilton Wings is looking forward to initiating 
CREATE, Creative Relationships and Empowering Arts 
Transforming and Equity Building, this Fall with five 
partner school and with the collaboration of and in 
response to the urgent need identified by parent 

leaders from COFI (Community Organizing and Family 
Issues) and Elgin Padres con Poder. 

Issue 5 |  October, 2022 Newsletter

The overall goal of CREATE is to support the 
development of the social emotional skills of self-

awareness, social awareness, self-management, goal 
directed behavior, relationship skills, personal 

responsibility, decision making and optimistic thinking 
through fun-filled, arts-based experiences, 

exploration, and expression for young people and 
their families. 

In addition to the above collaborators, CREATE will be 
implemented in collaboration with Mujeres Latinas 

Unidas en el Arte y Bienstar and various local artist & 
youth development educators.

If you would like to support CREATE through a 
donation or through your artist or youth development 

expertise as an instructional leader, please contact 

Risé D. Jones, Ph.D. at hello@hamiltonwings.org

Hamilton Wings is an In-Residence Ensemble of Elgin 
Community College

CREATE! is made possible in part from an 
Arts Grant through the Seigle Foundation

The Importance of CREATE-ing Joy-Filled, Soul-Replenishing, 
Art-Infused Spaces 

https://www.facebook.com/Hamilton-Wings-408991755784271
https://www.givegab.com/donations/new?campaign_id=2678&group_id=437437
https://seiglefoundation.org/
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